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LESSON 2 
The Present Heaven 

 
• Bring your “HEAVEN” book to the men’s meeting… 
• Did you read Chapters 5 thru 13 to prepare for this study… 
• The question numbers refer to the “Study Guide” 
• The study will be designed to cover a 60 minute time period;  

The video run time is 9:30, with approximately 50 minutes total for 
questions (asked throughout the study) 

• Make sure to take notes on all the significant items to your study, 
including scriptural references. 

 
Points That We Will Cover this Lesson: 

 
Intermediate Heaven, Spirit, Body, Paradise, New Body, Angels, God Dwells 

in Us, Throne of God, New Earth, Eternal, Righteous Living, Resurrection 
 
 

QUESTIONS 
 

 
 
5-4. Where does the human spirit go at death?  (Cite scripture to support your answer) 
 
Dust returns to the earth and the Spirit returns to God who gave it. 
Ecclesiastes 12:7 
 
 
5-7. What do Stephen’s vision of Heaven (Acts 7:55-56) and Gehazi’s vision of the 
chariots of fire (2Kings 6:17) tell us about the present Heaven? 
 
That there are other realms around us (spiritual). 
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“Just because things are invisible, they are not intangible” – Pastor Reggie 
 
 
6-3. What is Christoplatonism (Heaven, pg. 52), and how does it apply to your view of 
Heaven, the final resurrection, and the New Earth?  Have christoplatonic assumptions 
affected your own view of Heaven? 
 
This is where the modern church is headed (thinking that physical tings are bad).  Actually  
 
They really have because of the excessive sin of this world making the Christian sick of 
the physical thing. 
 
 

BONUS:  Let’s discuss the term: 
Platonism (pg.52) – Plato (427BC – 348BC) was a mathematician, philosopher and a 
student of Socrates, in classical Greece.  Basically, Plato believed that the physical 
things were bad; human body, earth, etc. and the spiritual things are good; soul, heaven, 
etc. 
 
 

 
 
7-1. Review the list of characteristics of the present Heaven as described in Revelations 
6:9 (summarized on pp. 65-67 of Heaven).  Do these seem to be a fair understanding of 
what this scripture really suggests?  Are any of these points surprising to you?  If so, which 
ones and why? 
 
Yes this is what the scripture suggest; memory, body, voice, retain their identity under  
 
the altar, feelings (they wanted God to avenge their deaths), are all aspects after death 
 
 
8-3. Study the chart of the three eras of mankind and Earth (see Heaven, pp82-85).  Does 
it make sense to you?  Does it raise any questions? 
 
Original Mankind – Fallen mankind – Resurrected Mankind (Same with Earth) 
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It does make sense; the questions are around God not letting anything that he created go to 
waste.  So if all will be redeemed, we know what things will look like and consist of. 
 
 
9-3. Because we know that our bodies will be destroyed by decay after death, yet God 
will raise them into new bodies, does it make sense that though the earth will be destroyed, 
God will raise it into a New Earth?  Is this a different idea for you?  
 
Yes, it makes perfect sense now because God can’t fail..(Where it didn’t before).   
 
Redeeming us and the Earth, bringing back to Him.  (Revelation 21:1 – New Heaven & 
New Earth) 
 
 
10-5. In addition rescuing human souls from ultimate destruction, for what other reasons 
did Jesus come to Earth?  (See Heaven, pg. 107) 
 
Acts 3:21 & John 17:22 (Restitution of ALL things) and bringing us back into fellowship 
 
with Him 
 
 
11-4. The principle of “redemptive continuity” says that God will not scrap His original 
creation and start over.  Instead, God will take His fallen, corrupted children and restore, 
refresh, and renew them to their original design; and He will do the same for Earth (see 
Heaven, pg. 114-115).  Why is “redemptive continuity” important to our understanding of 
the Heaven in which we will live forever? 
 
You will continue to be who you are (continuity), so that is an important concept to 
 
proceed forward with based on the way that we deal with things and people. 
 
12-2. What is the central teaching of Romans 8:18-25?  How does this affect your view 
of the concept of a coming New Earth and what we might expect to find there? 
 
It says that everything is awaiting our salvation…it affects our view because that would  
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means that everything would be there, saved and redeemed as well. 
 
13-2. How should the prospect that the quality of our work on Earth will be tested by fire, 
affect our outlook on Heaven, our perspective on life, and our deeds in this lifetime? 
 
It tells us that all of our carnal things will be burnt up an that it’s only what we do for God 
 
that will matter and will count in Heaven. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:13  A test of every deed done in your body 
1 Corinthians 15:58  Labor not in vain in the Lord 
 
Entropy (a physical term) – Continues to throw off energy until there is no energy left 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK - LESSON 3: read chapters 14 thru 22 


